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SUB J : MAJOR PROJECTS-MAN/AN PEDRO MINING RAILROAD 

REF: ABIAJDN 3657 

1. AS MEPD PROBABLY BY NOW AWARE LOUIS BERGER/TRANSURB 
HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE CONTRACT FOR THE FEASIBILITY AND 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE MAN TO SAN PEDRO MINING 
RAILROAD. NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN NEXT WEEK ON THE FINAL 
CONTRACT DETAILS WHICH ARE EXPECTED COST THE GOIC 
SOMEWHAT MORE THAN THE 1.2 BILLION CFA FRANCS ORIGINALLY 
ESTIMATED. 

2. THE DECISION CAME OUT OF THE FRIDAY JUNE 6 IVORIAN 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING AND WAS APPARENTLY SHEPHERDED 
THROUGH BY SECRETARY OF STATE FOR MINES PAUL GIU DIBO. 

PER REFTEL, THE DECISION WAS APPARENTLY REFERRED TO THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS BECUASE PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOINGY DID NOT WANT TO BE 
FACED WITH A DECISION BETWWEN AMERICANS AND FRENCH ON 
PROPOSALS ON NEARLY EQUAL MERIT. THE DECISION ON THE BELIGIAN/ 
AMERICAN CONSORTIUM WAS APPARENTLY CHALLENGED BY THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR TO IVORY COAST WHO SOMEHOW ARRANGED A 
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REVIEWED AND RECONFIRMED. 

3. IN OTHER DISCUSSIONS IT HAS BEOCME CLEAR THAT THE HIGH 
LEVEL FRENCH VISITOR (PINAY EX-FENCH OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE OLD COLONIAL TERRIOTORIES ) WHO CAME 
TO PROMOTE THE FRENCH PROPOSAL WITH TALK OF CONCESSIONARY 
FINANCING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION HAD EMPTY POCKETS WHEN 
PRESSED FOR DETAILS. A KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE STATES THAT THE 
FRENCH FIRM HAD THIS CONTRACT IN ITS POCKET AND LOST IT BY 
THE HEAVY-HANDED APPROACH OF THE PINAY VISIT. 

4. LOUIS BERGER-BAIDJAN IS OBVIOUSLY VERY PLEASED WITH THE 
CONTRACT AND IS NOW CONTEMPLATING THE PLEASURES OF RAIL- 
BED 

SURVEYS DURING THE RAINY SEASON. 

SMOTH 
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